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From: Geoffrey Blackwell
To: Geoffrey Blackwell
Cc: Irene Flannery; Daniel Margolis
Subject: Announcing FCC Tribal Consultation Sessions in Oklahoma on Lifeline Program, August 5-7
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 7:48:17 PM
Attachments: FCC OKLAHOMA Tribal Lifeline Consultation Announcement_final.pdf
Importance: High

Dear Tribal Leaders, Representatives, and Colleagues,

Greetings on behalf of the FCC’s Office of Native Affairs and Policy, CGB.  As you might recall, I
reached out to Indian Country last month to alert you that the FCC had released its most recent
Lifeline Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, which contains a number of questions
involving Tribal Nations and Tribal lands.   We encourage your active participation and involvement
in this docket.  We are also planning additional consultative opportunities on this proceeding, with
dates and locations to be announced in the near future.

Norman and Tulsa Consultation Sessions.  The item also directed ONAP, in coordination with the
FCC’s Wireline Competition Bureau and other FCC Bureaus and Offices, to engage in government-to-
government consultation with Tribal Nations on specific questions raised in the item.  The attached
notice provides information for the first two of these sessions, which will be in Norman, Oklahoma,
on August 5, 2015, and in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on August 7, 2015. 

Please review the announcement and share this information broadly with your Tribal Nation
contacts.  An ONAP point of contact, Mr. Daniel Margolis, Legal Advisor in ONAP,
daniel.margolis@fcc.gov, (202)-418-1377, is provided so that you may register for these sessions,
seek additional information, or arrange an individual meeting.  We hope to see you in Norman and in
Tulsa. 

Background on Lifeline Program.  The FCC is seeking comment on restructuring the program to
better support 21st Century communications while building on existing reforms to continue
strengthening protections against waste, fraud, and abuse.  For 30 years, the Lifeline program has
helped to make phone service affordable for qualifying low-income Americans.  In 2000, the FCC
created an enhanced Tribal lands Lifeline program, which provides significant additional discounts,
up to an additional $25 per household, to qualifying low-income consumers on Tribal lands
nationwide.  In 2008, the FCC expanded the program to support wireless as well as wireline voice
communications.  In 2012, the FCC made significant reforms, including a database that essentially
ended program abuse caused by multiple Lifeline subscriptions in a household.  But now, because
income remains a significant barrier to broadband adoption, the FCC has concluded that it is time for
a fundamental, comprehensive restructuring of the program to meet today’s most pressing
communications needs--access to broadband.    

Information on the FCC’s Lifeline Order and FNPRM.  In addition to the important elements of
seeking comment on the application of Lifeline to broadband, the FCC also seeks comment on a
number of other issues of great importance to Indian Country.  While the entire document applies to
the provision of Lifeline on Tribal lands, I would like to draw your attention to the Tribal-specific
sections of the document – paragraphs 111-117, paragraphs 158-171, and paragraphs 257-267.  
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Please note that Appendix E of the item is the full-color Oklahoma Historical Map adopted in the
Order section of the item for the Lifeline program, and upon which we are seeking consultation with
the Tribal Nations in Oklahoma. 

Here is the link to the Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Order on Reconsideration,
Second Report and Order, and Memorandum Opinion and Order on Lifeline Reform and
Modernization.  https://apps.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-15-71A1.pdf. 

Following are links to the Press Release and Commissioner’s statements: 

News Release https://www.fcc.gov/document/fcc-takes-steps-modernize-and-reform-
lifeline-broadband
Chairman Wheeler’s Statement https://www.fcc.gov/article/fcc-15-71a2
Commissioner Clyburn’s Statement https://www.fcc.gov/article/fcc-15-71a3
Commissioner Rosenworcel’s Statement https://www.fcc.gov/article/fcc-15-71a4
Commissioner Pai’s Statement https://www.fcc.gov/article/fcc-15-71a5
Commissioner O’Rielly’s statement https://www.fcc.gov/article/fcc-15-71a6

Should you have any questions, the attached Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Order
on Reconsideration, Second Report and Order, and Memorandum Opinion and Order contains
information about points of contact within the FCC.  Please do not hesitate to contact me regarding
this important development as well.  You may also contact Irene Flannery, Deputy Chief in the Office
of Native Affairs and Policy, at irene.flannery@fcc.gov  or (202) 418-1307.

Respectfully and with best regards,

Geoffrey C. Blackwell
Chief
Office of Native Affairs & Policy
Consumer & Governmental Affairs Bureau
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC  20554
desk:  202-428-3629
mobile:  202-253-4846
geoffrey.blackwell@fcc.gov
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